PART 6

COLLECTION

In this section we would like to start from the interview with a
collector of Andy Warhol’s silkscreens, the ultimate in pop art,
Hitoshi Tsujimoto. What makes Mr. Tsujimoto’s space so attractive is

that it is more than just a collection room.

Case 1
POP ART
Top Interview with Mr. HITOSHI TSUJIMOTO

Founder of the Real McCoy’s, age 61

Collecting Andy Warhol’s
silkscreens

Enjoy Pop Art as Interior Decor

Portraits of Mao Zedong lined up on the walls of a
meeting room filled with the latest audio equipment.
It is a silkscreen work by Andy Warhol, the standard
bearer of pop art. The owner of this room is Hitoshi
Tsujimoto, the founder of The Real McCoys. The
works hanging on the wall are just a small part of his

collection of pop art.

“I've been collecting pop art overseas since I was in my
twenties, which was around the 1980s. So it was quite
different from the old days when rich people bought
art as a display. I just got them because I thought they
were cool or the color would go well with my room.Mr.
Tsujimoto has collected about 300 of Andy Warhol’s

silkscreen works.

“Not only Warhol, but also Lichtenstein, Keith Haring,
and other artists that I liked. To put it simply, my view
of art is part of interior design. For example, if you

see pop art displayed at the front desk of a prestigious

luxury hotel, it simply looks cool as interior decoration.

If you compare it to fashion, it would be like a print
t-shirt. There is something cool about wearing a rock
t-shirt with a neat outfit. I've owned it for more than
30 years now, and its coolness hasn’t changed at all,
and it doesn’t feel old. I guess it’s because they are
‘genuine) just like vintage pieces. While he loves pop
art, Tsujimoto also likes folk art such as old Imari and
Japanese art such as Japanese paintings. “I don’t like
things that are new or old, but things that are genuine
and good. I would like to live surrounded by such

things.

Determine the value of things with unwavering belief

Mr. Tsujimoto also explains the appeal of Warhol’s
silkscreens. “Warhol’s silkscreens are somewhere in
between one-of-a-kind paintings and mass-produced
posters. If I could compare it to fashion, fine art would
be haute couture and silkscreens would be limited
edition. Among them, there are rare artist’s proofs and
prints with rare value”. Tsujimoto’s collection includes
not only rare artist’s proofs but also some of them are
very popular among enthusiasts. However, he does

not perceive himself as a collector by any means. “I've
acquired Levi’s 501XX jeans and Rolex watches as

long as I thought they were cool and liked them. The
501XX was not made with the expectation that it would
increase in value later. Pop art has a similar aspect

for me. Its value in the world may fluctuate, but my
sense of value for it never changes. He chooses things
based on his own values. This is the essence of Mr.

Tsujimoto’s aesthetic sense.

ROBERT LONGO’s photorealistic drawings

The impressive art hanging to the right of the entrance
to the meeting room is by Robert Longo, an American

new painting artist. It is one of his best-known works,



the “Men in the Cities” series, which depicts men and
women in suits and dresses with their bodies twisted to

the extreme.

Mr. Tsujimoto Understands Warhol

WITNESS

Mr. David Benrimon (Founder of David Benrimon Fine

Art):

Mr. David Benrimon, the founder of the famous gallery
in Manhattan, was once asked by Warhol himself to
frame his work in person during the time pop art was
started to recognize it widely. We asked about Mr.

Tsujimoto’s collection.

“Mr. Tsujimoto’s collection of Andy Warhol’s silkscreens
is simply amazing. He has a huge collection of Warhol
prints from all periods of his life, which he displays in
his room. Mr. Tsujimoto owns prints of Warhol’s most
iconic series, Cowboys and Indians, Flowers and Mao.”
When you look at the photos of his room, these works

add color and blend into his space.

We asked Mr. Benrimon what kind of works he would
recommend to add to Tsujimoto’s collection from a
gallerist’s point of view. “If we limit the discussion

to Andy Warhol, it would be the Marilyn Monroe
portfolio from 1967. The Marilyn suite was Warhol’s
first portfolio and an important example of his
pioneering silkscreen practice. These prints represent
so many of Warhol’s hallmark qualities. They exemplify
his obsession with fame and glamour, repetition in
the silkscreen process, mass media, and celebrity.
Also, these colorful prints are exceptionally installed

together”.

David Benrimon Fine Art, A gallery in New York

City run by Mr. Benrimon. The gallery is located in

the renowned Fuller Building on Madison Avenue in
Manbhattan, which boasts an Art Deco style architecture.
The gallery specializes in modern art, contemporary
art, and impressionism, and has a wide variety of
masterpieces, including Andy Warhol and Roy

Lichtenstein.
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